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Homework 
• Read Chapter 8 of the book Pray Big:  Learn to Pray like an Apostle. 
• Read through and take notes on this prayer page 

 
Matthew 17 – Faith like a Mustard Seed 

• Jesus says that faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains.  
• Perhaps there was a time in your spiritual journey when you actually believed that.  
• We hear stories of the lame walking, the blind seeing, the dead being raised, the mouths of lions 

being shut, the waters parting and armies being put to flight, but that was all so long ago.  
• Do we still have a reverence or expectation for the power of God?  
• Do we believe that when we call, God will answer?  
• Do we pray with an expectation? 

 

In James 5:17, we are reminded of the prayers of the prophet Elijah and his praying.  
• Here’s a quick rundown of some of Elijah’s prayers.  
• 1 Kings 17: Elijah prays that God withholds rain (rain doesn’t fall for 3.5 years) 
• 1 Kings 17: Elijah prays for a child to be raised from the dead (child lives again) 
• 1 Kings 18: Elijah prays that God demonstrate his power (fire sent from heaven) 
• Elijah was a mere mortal, just like us, but he was righteous.  
• Righteous how?  

o Elijah was made righteous by his faith in God.  
o He believed that when he prayed, God answered.  
o Elijah pursued a relationship with God above everything else and at whatever cost because 

he had faith in God Almighty to provide and strengthen him.  
o As James 5:16 says, “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and 

wonderful results.”  
o Elijah prayed with great power and received results. 

 

Do we Pray?  Do we pray effectively? 
• Generally speaking, no.  
• We pray before meals.  
• We pray to close a service.  
• We pray to start our studies, and we tell people we’ll pray about something when we have no idea 

what else to say.  
• In those moments, do we enter the throne room of the Almighty God with reverence and 

expectation?  
• Are we grateful to have the ear of the Sovereign God of the Universe?  
• If the answer is no, there’s little wonder why our prayers are ineffective or unanswered.  
• God isn’t obligated to answer prayers. In fact, there are plenty of passages that tell us that God 

won’t listen to some prayers. 
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Ineffective Prayer 
• James 1 says that people who pray without expecting anything… shouldn’t expect anything 
• James 4 says that we ask and we don’t receive because we pray with the wrong motives 
• 1 Peter 3 says that men who pray while neglecting their wives will not be heard 
• Isaiah 1 said God refused to listen to Israel because of its sin, corruption and idolatry  
• Zechariah 7 says God ignored people because the people would not listen to him 

Your Role in becoming a man of Prayer 
• Only you can address the issues above.  
• Your relationship with God is your own.  
• You are made righteous by your faith, not by your spouse’s, parent’s, friends’ or pastor’s.  
• But their prayers and your prayers have power.  

 
Exodus 32 – God changes His mind because of Moses’ Prayer 

• In Exodus 32 God decides He is going to destroy the Israelites because of their sin. Moses 
intercedes on the people’s behalf.  

• He prays for God’s mercy, and the people are spared.  
• There are people in your life that need you to intercede.  
• Their sins have separated them from God, and they are set to justly face wrath and judgement, but 

the prayers of the righteous have power.  
• This world needs the righteous to pray. 

 
Questions for you to consider and write things down your thoughts 

1. Do I believe in God?  
 
 
 

2. If the Bible says to pray, am I willing to learn this life-changing discipline?  
 


